Narrative Writing Unit Checklist: to be used with Grades 3-5 MAISA Narrative Units
Name: _______________________________________________________
Date: __________________
           This Checklist is intended to guide instruction before, during (conferring), and after the Unit(s).

	Writer’s Strengths:
	Next Teaching Points:


	
	

	Item
	Dates Demonstrated

	(T)Gathers entries in Writer’s Notebook to select and develop seed ideas


	

	(T)Studies mentor texts and looks for connections to own life

	

	(T)Evidence of Planning: a time line or story mountain, for each draft

	

	(T) Writes an entry about what he/she is really trying to say:  ♥ of the Message, for each draft

	

	(T/P) Storytells to rehearse for writing (2 people), for each draft 

	

	(P)Writes draft(s)with each event on a separate page

	

	(T) Studies published leads and endings, paying attention to what the author did and how the author did it, to shop for ideas

	

	(P)Drafts multiple leads-try action, dialogue, setting, to match the ♥ of the Message, on multiple drafts

	

	(P)Drafts multiple endings—should connect or link back to the ♥ of the Message, on multiple drafts

	

	(P)Narrative follows an organized structure (Beginning, Developed Middle, and Ending )

	

	(T)Evidence of  the ♥ of the Message in the narrative, for each draft

	

	(P)Evidence of multiple revisions in the narrative, for each draft

	

	 (P)Narrative engages the reader; shows evidence of voice, for each draft

	

	(P) Edits, using an Editing Checklist


	

	(P) Writer’s Workshop effort: productive entire time, stamina, attitude, etc.)


	


(L) See page 28 of the ELA CCSS document for all 3-5 Language standards, such as paragraphs, H-F words spelled correctly, punctuation and capitalization

T=Text Types and Purposes   R= Research to Build and Present Knowledge   P= Production and Distribution of Writing L= Language
Adapted by Kathy Smith Bendle Public Schools, from K-2 MAISA Unit Checklists, August, 2014


